On the other side of the paddock
€ s Y- Vahhuti

i's suany and windy in Helsinki. | walk past intentionally uwnmaintained
swampy patches, small rocky mounts and meddy pathways shadowed
by birches. Cyclists buzz by as | Settle leaning on a white paddock
fence. l've avrived at a herd of horses at the Ruskeasuo stables in
central park. [ think there are 10 but they keep moving. Some art
glooming each athey, one is standing higher on a pile of grvel.
Most ave &ozfng of upright at a shadowy patch by the Jate. They
are all police horses and their herd shares the bigdest paddock in
the park. There are two riding schools and private WZorses df the
premises too. All together there are 120 horses but they are hever
seen at once. The riding school horses share paddocks too but
privately- owned horses are treated &We_reml\y, Sowmw, private horses,
the most vatuable. ones, con live fheir entive \ife partially isclated
fram others.

Horses are kept isolated decavse they engage in damatic ond
physical negotiations, to solve their herd structures and arange
Social relations. They can kick each other to fesolve Who has the
right to eat first. They seldom famage each other seriously when
resolving conflicts but a bruise or a bite might spoil their fooks and
a misjudged Wick would toke time to heal—which would mean they
could not be used as intended. Despite thy visks, the police horzes
Share a paddock. This is because they are expected Yo sort out
their differences and to estaslish o working order before they are
called to duty. Herd Wmembers form deep bonds and some fake on
the responsibility of easing tensions m the group by blocking competing
individuals and comforting group members who have. provoked others.
As a parent, | enjoy seeng an old@er Werse breoking up o rival paiv
before they get violent. They are good ot managing groups.



I've. chatted up quite a few Stable workers and police officers at te
stables over the gears. None recall a horse having injufed onother
enough to be put on leave. On a typical day, they are drought to
the paddock at the break of dawn and spend their morhing secialising
before veturning o the stables for \unch. After eating they plactice
riding with police officers or work on their skills in dealing with
irtitants, such as loud noises, which they face as a part of their
duties. They SPe.an their evenings patro((ing the cify. These horses
o bred for work and can easily serve for over 10 years. Their
genes cany trades for a femperament type Qefined as ‘cold-blooded",
which meons they donit flinch easily Their existence is a vesult of
coevolution which changed the trajectory of both our kin. All horses
come. to us from a strain of animals which we met 6000 years ago.
Their genes cany receipts of this exchange. Y

Hannex, €8i, A, &u;ga (their official nome Lsﬁ.\ﬁg'm&ah& thay have
worked for the police snce 2007), Kalle, Extae (oFicially €x Bey
born 200%), Pehie, Karsut, §ahul (franslates os liguosice) and Asa
(born Vuerdan 1ce. Velvet). Ama is o crowd favourite. They have
o long dark mane, and. using Ehe sukuposti.nat horse pedigree
database, therr family \neage con be tvaced back to the late 18005
in tre Netherlands, Currently, most of e po\'\ce horses in Helsink:
arrve from Esfonia and Latvia,.

Citizens are most familiar with these \orse through thec role
mediating public relations for the police dluring events. Tmy
parade at tourist Mot spots and pose wext to votable \andmarks and
institations. On patvals, police officers hand out trading cards that
tell the animals breed, & humoroug &escrip‘lion of their chqrac@r
and a close-up photo. lt was explained to me that pdice horses
are required to look pristine and be big enough. The hotses have «
role to glay and they ave expected fo make their riders look 30063;
the work of a Contemporary horse isto wake people leok geod.
The height also affords the tiders o vantoge paint from where the
officers can wnomtor crowds, they see people and people see them.
Twair presence asserls control over public space, a sense {hat
somaone js in contnl. They are respected, feared even—big
animals are scacy.



Once when cycling home from Kisahall, a pair of mounted officers
stopped a bunch of us driving without bicycle healljghts. | 1hink
Petoo was one of the horses in the team A cychist in our group
panicked and expected to be disciplingd, they began protesting
their treatment foudly. The horses slared us fown calmly as The
police handed out gift AeaJ/_/'jht; Pom ther saddlebags. /It wqs a
mutti-species emotional labour arfangement Cuclled 8y the dfficer's
belief that using horses to convince humans, that becomming
more Visible on the streefs, is an effective measure for public
satety, If felt absard o see horses as patlic servants and [ felt
patronised by their gaze. As i the avmals cared for my health.

[ can imagine that the police who are used to seemy Cifizens injuring
themselves in easily prevenlable crashes and even to de in vain,
had an inferest (s keep us safe. Byt being stepped as a warning
and offered gifis as a discjplinary Gestare fele condescending. The
headliphts had polce emblems and we a/ grinned stupidly when
thanking the officers. ( bowed when receiving mine. We were.
allowed to continue after mounting the lohts. The event 2‘!2'93%60
Something and the person who got proveked ket shaking in Fheir
anger as we continued on our way. e rode Lagether for a dlock
sharing a moment o mobife. solidariy. Evenrs lke this got me

interested in police horzes. -
C
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As there are only ten police horses in service n Helsinki city,

a horse s a vare sight. Contemporary ctigens are nit accustomed fo
their presence and ssme insist that horses don't befong here. They
are wrong. The horses constitute the city and any effort to imagine
o future dependS on our relationship with them. The combustion
enging pawe& the way for the current post-eguine ?erio& but horses
have overcome the change. A contewmporary city horse typically
works in a riding school and their profession is centred on emobiond
[abour: they ave tasked with providing & demanding thorse-hobhyist
Cammunity with an experience of what horses ove like. torses ore
professionals in providing thew clients with relief from thew work
iQentities, they comfort us in dimes when COVID restvictions have
impacted ovr Physical intevactions and perform Passing WMoments
of companionship. As o socially skilled species horses ave well
equipped to handle the emotional labovv they ave assigned.



The police deploy horses as negotiators. They are tasked

to relieve fensions that arise in crowd control events such as
rallies and when Ffootbail hooligans are about. |'ve been told
humerous times by the police n Helsinki that when mounted units
engage with the public fo control crowds, the encounters are
less violent than when ground traops ore deployed. People
approacl-\ them as something other than a police unit, An officer
confessed to ime that before joining the mounted forces, every time
they got out of their patrol car, they were el with reseruations
and sometimes outright hostile Stares. But when on a harse, for
the first time intheir career as putlic servants, they feit fhat people
were happy to see them. The public wants to be in the presence
of mounted officers, and they want to be Seen with horses. Hovses
interface . On patrols, casual exchanges with the public prov'\de the
police with a vibe for the area they patrol and people are more likely
fo give information about distvrbances. Appraaching a horse offers
a Qiscreet line of communication.

Currently, n Helsmki, citizens are most likely to spot the horses’
presence in our habitat from the dung police horses eave onthe
pavement. Practically all Pre Jung found on the streets amives from
them. Have a close look hext time you spol a pile. The police, or
any other ?ossibla viders, are wot obligated o clean thew yp. This
is becavse the dung consists of digested hay and it dries fast. )¢
is picked by the wind or washed away w(('i vain and it does hot
leave atrace. Their shit is clean—{ don't know iF it Counts as
a vegan product. Elderly ctizens collect it as fertilizer; and there
is ho shame n this. You'll need to mix it wi(h soil and allow i to
Settle for a while befove you use it. It is very potent! Try it on your
plants; imagine the aura they will manifest! But be careful. Horse
dung also has surprises in it. Every poop 1S aiy emerging ecology:
they are filled with seeds from the plants horses eaf: Poop is part
of the process tivough which. the anima) ferratorms the planet.

An AP friend, Sandp, has a stry adout vesakkomummo. Relatives
DiIn't want © go for walks with them because as they were
watking, they Kept puling encroaching bushes and kicking down
Saplings along their path. Becavse of this, they ended up being
late for appomements and family affairs. Jears after they passed



away, the paths they had used and STrayed along became
inaccessible. In their absence, the trees and bushes grew wild and
took over This revealed that their activity of cutting down emerying
lrees and kicking down plants was necessary to keep the roules
and pathways around the settlement ocCessible. W theut their
constant work to Keep tha paths open the farest fook over:

Vesakkomummo shared frades with horses, who eat bushes, saplings
ond keep the emerging plant life of tnesr habitat fom fal-n'vxg over
the |andscape. Horses ahd Numans degire to keep certain paths
open and our cohabitation offords particular ftures. Our
Jesires are interfwined, ond in fact, we don't know what oor
environment would (sok ke without them. They ove ingrained
in the wnotion of a city. Early 1900 Baris had a horse for every 25
humans. ’Thc_y were here when Helsinki was 6uilt, layil\g the. sotl
ond Moving the vocks which current infrastructure rests on. It we'd
use 1900 Paris as a model, it would mean that my current
apartment byilding would have six hovses to atlend to.A common
escription is that o horse accounts for the labour efforts of fen humans
The police safequard this befief and argue that when working in
crowd control o mounted uait is equivalent toten ground 4rops.

The mounted police force has operare:? in the city Jonger than the
Finnish state has existed. They have patrolled Continuously from
1882 onwards. A horse. can have a longer career in the mounted
forces than a human. They can serve in the unit for their entire
working life, while humans might only commit for « couple of gears
before Woving on. This means that in some instances, the horses
are move experienced. in performing the dutics of the mounted
forces than the officers that mount them. | was told that o now-retired
horse Falaad) (whose pedigree can be traced to 1776 Russig,
where fheir ancestor Cie was bought from the nobility of the
Oftoman Empire) would veact to disturbances before the oficer riding
them. The horse read the infentions of o crowd better than humans
[t was suggested that daily patrols had established PM

with o territorial awareness , and when they spolfed abnormalities,
they were wmotivate® 1o investigate the disturtion and even to counteract



aggressive behaviour Perhaps fufaad approaches citizens os a
herd whose interactions they deem thumselves fit to manage.
Twey are really good of managing groups.

Officers apply to the mounted unit for different teasons. Some
are. burdened by their prior service and see it os an eppor tunity

to renew their relationship to policing. | magire it is emotionally
eXhausting and sharing the workload with & horse makes sense.
The horses comfort officers whase faith in humomi@ s being feste&
daily. For a few the work is a [ifelong drcam ond they have stayed
with the unit past{heir designated pension date. An officer (ve talked
to has vidden in the city for over 40 years, so | frust what 4hey
tell me of the hoses understanding of theic habitat. They Tell me
{he horses enjoy it here. Tne process of lhdo:t’rina’(’n'r\d new horse
candidates to the Torce is on interesting ritual. The fresh arival is
accompanied by two older horses oh o patrol. They head. to a busy
street corner by the opera house, where they stay to observe the
moy ement of e ity Tre Spot is great for learning to deal with
the trams. The tremors of tre wheels through the pavement, tie
Squeaks and colourful tram carriages gliding in of{ directions is a
definite cause of {ension For horses that have hot visited the city
centre. The young horse \ooks o the elders for gwdance and as
Mg do, the. dd horses take a feep calm br‘e,a.t‘x, |'r\<9)coi\'n3 thet
there (s nothing o worry. TWs is the way old horses teach tre
young how to work i the city.

Generations of horses have slood in the Same corner, observing
the arrival of trams, b\'cgdes‘ automobiles and electric Scootets.
The police horse community has maintained. their colture for V\Qarlﬁ
140 years, adjusting to the feel of this habitet. The cﬂg covresponds
With this Fw‘ticu'ar community of animals. |ts soundscape. e
is the techno they listen to. The horses afford the officers o parficular
kind of city and very possibly different dreams For its future.

In 2017, [ had the opportunity fo follow o few training sessions
closely and to accompany the police on their patrols. | observed
training sessions that simu lated wmethods that protesters vmight

use to disturb the mounted officers. These included (oud noises
and unexpected, evratic movements. An officer leading the session
Called the troops to organise (n different formations while shooting



blanks at random. This afforded the horses and viders the experience
to operate as a wnit white under stress. The [eading officer fired)
training Mace so fhat the animals woud grow o tolerance to ¢S
odour, After an hour-lang session, the trainer touched 1he animals
with an enormous flag Wwhile feeding them treats. The obscuve
shape and unpredictable Mmovewents of the flag wewe meant to
couse stress. The stress was counterbalanced by the officer’s calm
gestures, softly spoken words of encoovagement and trust asserting
presence. They fed each Worse jn a row and the event felt like a
ceremahy,

The most astohishing session | ottended wos a tactical crowd
control rehearsal conducted i porthership with a aroup of 50
young Conscripts of the Finnish Defence Force of the Santahowina
barracks. The horses and the police yvere fitfed with afimour. The
conscripts were fasked to actag o group of protestors and 7o
perform a public protest. [ bet acting as a dissident was a welcomed.
chonge from bavrack life and the young conscripts definitely ook it
os an oyportumty to let off Steam. ) followed them closely with wy
camera and through the viewfinder, the event manifested as an
insurrection. KidS in ormy uniforms went over the fop to unnefve the
police. They Were supplied with an assortment of disvuptive yrops
ke plastic 6ags filled with cans to rattle, kettfes & pans, blank
bandefols and flags which didn't sisnify ony organisation, Whistles ond
drums. They were commanded to chant protest cries, occasionally
aided by senior police stoff who participaTed inAne confrontations
yelding foam batons and shields. Knights in plastic gear

S

They went through o variety of scenarios over the couvse of the
&ag. The po\ice steod] next to a mqrd\'\v\" crowd to Simulofe a
passing protest, and ﬁ\e_c, vode avound the group to confain {hem.
Smoke bomps were released while the police drove around with
\ighfs blinkf'\g and screaming sicens. [he kids shouted abstract
prote st Chants and it was & beautifol mess. Everyone was excited
by the training mace. Eventually the police ordered the conscapts




fo form a tight gang and to hold their _9rouv\&. The kids Kept shouting,
locked their arms together and some. pretended to be drank to
explain their berserk behaviout Then a trainer commanded the
mounted forces to assemble themselves inlo a. horse-humon-diameond.
Without making a sound, the troops organised info a Salmialdeilkuvio,
an airtight wedge with four equal straight sides. The horses and
mouhted officers merged into a Singular unit which split the protestors
gang with ease. The kids were overwhelmed and went silent as it
occurred. It was Fishfen;n_q to see that the animals knew the
formation and understasd Wow it would p((?ov‘m against the crowd.
[ could see thnoir confidence 9row with the officers. For awhile it
seemed. the dliamond could cut through anything.

At the end of the session, the police handed out fennis balls to the
protesters. | remewmber o trainer shouting that the balls should be
thrown FRREAL baut the kids were hesitant. Most thew their ball
intentionally over the mounted troops or Tolled them by the ground.
The young canscrpts didn't want to hurt the animals.

('m now standing indoors by the police Worse pens. Their stable is
& mo fern facility initially built for the Helsinks Olympics. (t's hard
10 imagine that these animals, which I'm hearing munching hay in
their pens, are capable of assembling nto a billion-carat diamond
together with their human colleagues. They are chewing loudly,
while officers are cleaning their gear and gossiping. Their voices
ore mixed with the choir of bird chatter. The choir has buit their
nests in the stable ceiling structures. Birds like horses because
of the insects their dung affracts. Later today the First feam of the
horses will be sent to a meadow in the suburbs. The remaning
gang will join them goon after and they'll spend their onnual leave.
eating fresh hay sutdoors.

nete
Their paddock will pe empty for ¢ e St f the summer. To consult
them, regavdng ZWow to develop cf ¢ Cfty, Il have to retuvn to the
stables i autumn. For now, | ha¥ iICO\A‘que them and retuln howme
bearing unresolved questions, W W alkir\g | take comfort in the
mMemory of & conscript being opQ“ Sitant o throw o ball against
o hotse.



